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IvIR.  CHAIRivTTN,  LADIES  iJ^D  GEMTLEI.FN, 

I beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1956. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  PUBLIC  HEALTK  SERVICES 


Staff. 

1.  Medical  Officer  of  Eleaith. 

Jean  Murray,  Ivi.B,,  Gh.B.,  .D.P.H.,  (who  is’ also  Medical  Offiser  of 
Ileailth  to  the  Ti’ov/bridge  Urban  District  Council  and  Assistant 
Coimty  Medical  Officer). 

2.  Public  Heeilth  Iiispector. 

Douglas  G.  Masling,  Cert,  S.I.E.J.B,,  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other 
Foods. 

In  addition  to  Ms  normal  duties,  the  Public  Health  Inspector  acts 
as  Hoxjsing  Officer  and  also  assists  to  some  extent  in  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Co\mcil’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 

3.  Other  Staff, 

One  clerk/typist  who  is  employed  by  the  Trowbridge  U.D.C.,  and  ■vrfio 
affords  part-time  clerical  assistance  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  Part-time  clerical  assistance  given  to  Public  Health  In- 
spector by  staff  of  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 

One  part-time  Rodent  Operator, 

COLIMITTEES  DEALING  WITH  PUBLIC  HEi'iLTH  IvI/iTTERS. 

a.  General  Puiposes  Committee .ChMrman:  Cllr,  W,  Eacott. 

b.  Housing  Committee. ,,,, Chairman : Cllr,  J,  H,  Reade, 

c.  V/aterworks  Committee,,,,.,,,,..,,,., Chairman:  Cllr,  H,  G.  Baker 

SOCIMi  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  i'iREA. 

The  majority  of  the  v/orking  population  of  the  old  Saxon  town  of  Bradford 
on  Avon  is  absorbed  in  local  industry  consisting  chiefly  of  the  maniofacture  of 
rubber  articles  and  equipment,  some  light  engineering,  horticulture  and  agricul- 
ture. Other  residents  follow  occupations,  mainly  in  engineering,  in  adjoining 
districts. 


STATISTICS, 


iirea  2,003  acres 

Population ,5,600 

Rateable  Value £30,108 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate £99:13:0 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


I'op-ulation ^,600 


11. 

F. 

Total 

1955 

live  Births:  Legitimate 

• • • 

35 

38 

73 

89 

Illegitimate 

• • • 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Total 

• • • 

36 

39 

75 

91 

Still  Births:  Legitimate 

• • • 

0 

2 

2 

2 

Illegitimate 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

• • • 

0 

2 

2 

2 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

# # • 

25 

15 

40 

51 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year: 

Legitimate 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Illegitimate 

• • » 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

• • • 

0 

0 

0 

3 

deaths  of  Infants  under  4 v/eeks 

0 

0 

0 

3 (legitimate) 

Comparison  1955 

Crude  live  Birth  rate 

13.4 

per 

1,000 

of  popiolation 

16.19 

Corrected  Birth  rate 

14.2 

17.16 

(Comparability  Factor  1,06) 

Still  Birth  rate 

.36 

per 

1,000 

of  popvILation. 

.36 

Crude  Death  rate; 

All  causes 

7.14 

per 

1,000 

of  popvalation. 

9.07 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

6,36 

per 

1,000 

of  population. 

7.90 

(Comparability  Factor  O.85) 

Infants  under  1 year 

Nil 

per 

1,000 

live 

births. 

32.96 

Death  rate  of  Infants 

under  4 v/eeks 

Nil 

per 

1,000 

live 

births . 

32.96 

Notes  on  Vital  Statistics, 


Population  as  given  by  Registrar  General  for  195^  5^00 

Compare  this  v/ith  Population  for  1955  5^20 


Birth  Rate:  13*4  per  1,000  of  population  (corrected  bj^  comparability  figxare 
to  14.2)  certainly  lower  than  that  of  proceeding  year. 

Death  Rate:  7*14  (corrected  by  comparability  figiire  to  6,56)  is  certainly 
the  lowest  it  has  been,  only  40  .deaths  for  the  whole  year. 

Death  of  Infants;  Again  it  must  be  noted  that  there  have  been  no  deaths 
under  either  of  the  headings. 


;ii^.jzsis  of  Di'^.g'KS  FiIqm  ;jll  c;jjSEs. 

(vidth  com^.arison  foi‘  previous  two  years), 

1954  1955  1956 


M. 

P. 

Total 

M. 

P. 

Total 

M. 

P. 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Ponris  of  Tuberculosis 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

•• 

Idphtheria 

•• 

7/hooping  Cough 

I.Icningococcal  Infections 

Acute  Polion^yelitis 

— 

— 

Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

1 

1 

2 

r* 

«« 

1 

1 

Llalignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus, 

1 

- 

1 

2 

— 

2 

2 

2 

Aialignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Alalignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

- 

3 

3 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasras5 

2 

7 

1 

3 

4 

2 

3 

5 

Leukaemia,  ^ileukaemia, 

1 

1 

Diabetes 

* 

1 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  Sy'stem 

3 

8 

11 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

4 

Ooron-axy  Diseases,  imgina. 

6 

6 

12 

6 

5 

11 

5 

2 

7 

Hypertension  vd-th  Heai’t  Disease 

- 

- 

1 

•• 

1 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

7 

10 

17 

5 

10 

15 

2 

5 

7 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

- 

1 

1 

3 

•> 

3 

Inl’luenza 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•• 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

' « 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

- 

~ 

1 

•• 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

2 

2 

— 

•• 

2 

2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diairhoea 

•• 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

•• 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

- 

- 

.. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

- 

Congenital  Malformations 

- 

1 

1 

.. 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

6 

5 

11 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

— 

•• 

1 

1 

iill  other  iiccidents 

1 

1 

1 

1. 

Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  Yfer 

TOTAIS  31 

CM 

-t 

73 

22 

29 

51 

25 

15 

40 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASED. 


Age  Group 

Scarlet 

Pever 

■JThooping 

Cough 

Acute 

Paral^ 

Pol 

1-  • c 

:;litis 

Measles 

Acute 

Pneimionic 

Erys 

, 1 Res - 

rpelas  . 

/■tic 

Non 

Paralytic 

j piraa- 
ory  Tub- 
erculosis 

M 

P 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P, 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

Under  1 year 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

i M.  P. 

1 year 

- 

- 

2 

3 

- 

— - 

4] 

2 years 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

2 

3j 

1 

••  M 

3 years 

- 

- 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1; 

— 

••  •• 

4 years 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

.. 

— 

1 

2] 

5 “ 9 years 

2 

10 

8 

•• 

8 

3 

10  - 14  years 

1 

13  “ 25  years 

25  and  over 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Age  unkncn.vn 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

TOT/iL 

4 

- 

20 

17 

- 

- 

- 

1 

L8  17 

3 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pood  Poisoning  ,, 


24 

Nil 


iT.OVISION  01'  HEALTIi  SERVICES  IN  THE  iHiEA.. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Labora.tory  at  the  Ivlanor  HospitJil,  Combe  Park,  Bath  carries 
out  all  bacteriological  examination  of  milk,  ice  cream  and  other  foods.  Messrs. 
Waterfall  and  O'Brien,  of  Queens  Square,  Bristol,  act  as  Consiilting  Analysts  to 
the  Council. 

Hospital  Facilities. 

These  are  the  responsibility  of  the  South  llest  Regional  Hospital  Board, 

The  Bradford  on  Avon  District  Hospital  continues  to  be  available  for  general 
cases  whilst  many  of  the  residents  can,  and  do,  avail  themselves  of  hospital  facil- 
ities in  Bath. 

The  Berryfield  Ivlaterriity  Hospital,  Bradford  on  Avon,  is  used  both  for  local 
ca.ses  and  cases  from  the  West  l^Llts  Hospital  Ivianagement  Committee's  Area. 

InfectioiJs  disease  cases  (other  than  Poliomyelitis)  requiring  hospital  treat- 
ment are  admitted  to  the  Trowbridge  & District  Isolation  Hospital.  All  cases  of 
susi:)ected  Poliomyelitis,  and  all  proved  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Claverton  (Bath) 
Isolation  Hospital  and  transferred,  when  necessary,  to  the  Bath  and  Wessex  Ortho- 
paedic Hospital, 

Other  Facilities. 


1,  Home  Helps:  The  County  Council  Home  Help  Service  gives  great  assistance  in 
cases  of  acute  illness  and  even  more  in  giving  assistance  in  the  homes  of  aged 
persons. 

2,  Nursing  in  the  Home:  One  midwife  and  one  nuise  are  available  for  tlxe  nursing 
of  expectant  mothers  and  the  sick  in  the  home. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Ydlts  County  Council  also  provide  for  the  fol- 
lowing services  in  the  area:- 

Mental  Health, 

Services  ^Inder  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  for  the  prevention 
of  illness,  care  and  after  care,  health  education, 
iimbilLances  and  iuabulance  Cars, 

Health  Visiting, 

Child  7i/ elf  are. 

Vaccination  and  Imiiiunisation. 

NATIONAL  i^SISTiANCE  ACTS  1948  & 1991. 

No  action  had  to  be  taken  during  the  year. 

The  tovai  has  a large  proportion  of  older  people  many  of  whom  are  active  and 
well  able  to  look  after  themselves.  But  each  year  the  great  comfort  given  to  the 
others  by  the  Home  Help  Service  provided  by  the  County  Council  becomes  more  and 
more  obvious. 


INPECTIObS  DISEASES. 

Measles:  The  cases  shown  were  notified  v/ith  exceptions  in  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year;  this  ended  the  small  epidemic  that  began  in  the  last  quarter 

of  1955. 

Vi/hooping  Cough:  These  notifications  were  received  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 

Immunisation  ’vl/hooping  Cough:  During  13^6 ^ Liiiiiunisation  against  whooping  cough  was 
offered  in  the  same  way  that  has  been  offered  against  diptheria  for  many 
years.  Many  paxents  accepted  this  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  time 
v/hooping  cou^  will  be  as  seldom  met  with  as  diptheria  now  is, 

Vi/hooping  Cough  and  Dijhiheria:  It  must  be  realised  that  this  double  immunisation 


is  started  at  a yoimger  age  than  the  siiigle  one;  5 months  is  the  age 
at  v/ldch  habies  sho\.ild  be  brought  forward  for  it.  This  means  that 
booster  doses  will  be  due  in  a shorter  peiiod,  i.e,  at  l-^-  to  2^  years, 
and  again  at  3 yeas. 

Poliomyelitis:  Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was  started  and  a lax-ge  propor- 
tion of  parents  accepted  it  for  the  age  group  specified,  iill  the  child- 
ren could  not  be  protected  witidn  the  year. 

Smallpox;  A lay-man  scanning  old  registers  of  deaths  at  the  Parish  Church  v/as  hor- 
rified to  find  that  "whole  families  were  wiped  out"  by  smallpox. 

Now  that  s*..allpox  is  almost  imknown  in  modern  Britain  it  has  become 
fashionable  to  refuse  vaccination  against  it.  But,  although  we'  are  all 
free  from  all  but  imported  cases,  there  is  a far  greater  movement  of 
young  people  abroad  for  holidays  and  school  -visits  and  very  few  parents 
ever  satisfy  themselves  that  the  areas  visited  are  smallpox  free, 
imother  section  of  the  comiri\inity  that  -will  not  be  protected  in  the  future- 
are  the  young  National  Service  men  \Yho  were  and  are  vaccinated  before 
going  on  foreign  service. 

Both  these  points  mmt  be  rammed  home  to  the  parents  of  young  children 
in  the  hope  that  they  vd.ll  accept  the  protection  offered.  The  large 
niajority  of  people  vdio  have  been  vaccinated  in  infancy  are  spared  the 
sometimes  exha.usting  painful  arm  that  primary  vaccination  at  an  older  age 
is  apt  to  produce. 


JE/II  IvUMd.I,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


AMU^^iL  rOilFQKT  OF  TlilD  PUBT~^^  tT-.-'/rrm  TT,TOT^’r.mrr  irnr.  rr-tj^ 

12^. 


To  the  Qiairman  and  Members  of  the  Bradford  on  Avon  Urban  Eds  trict  Council, 

Mw  CIB.IEI,EiN^  KDIES  AND  GENTLSI'.OM, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  imnual  Report  for  the  year  1956» 

This  being  the  first  year  that  I report  to  you  -with  the  changed  designation  of 
Public  Health  Inspector,  I am  confident  that  the  wide  and  varied  nature  of  the  de- 
tails vihich  follov/  show  some  justification  and  reason  why  the  change  in  designation 
v/as  thought  to  be  necessary. 

In  sumimarising  the  year’s  work,  two  features  are  v/orthy  of  special  mention. 

The  first  of  these  was  in  the  housing  field  and  was  in  fact  the  confirmation  by 
the  Ivlinistry  of  Housing  & Local  Government' < of  the  Wine  Street  Clearance  Area,  thus 
finalising  action  wliich  had  originated  as  long  ago  as  1939  and  v/hich  had  been  held 
in  abeyance  during  the  war  and  immediate  post  war  years. 

The  second  feature  concerned  difficulties  arising  from  housing  drainage  pro- 
blems and  the  administration  ^f  Part  II  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  Members 
of  the  Council  \vill  be  familiar  with  the  circumstances  of  the  particular  case.  One 
would  hope  tl-mt  the  High  Court  decisions  vdiich  appear  to  have  materially  affected 
in  particular  a local  autliority's  powers  under  Section  37  of  the  Act  vdll  in  time 
be  considered  of  such  moment  as  to  v/arrant  an  amendment  of  the  -^-ct, 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportinity  of  expressing  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Council,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  the  En- 
gineer and  Siirveyor,  ray  thanks  for  their  support  and  assistance  in  carrying  out  my 
duties  during  the  year. 


I am,  Mir,  Choi  man,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  seiwant, 

D,  G,  MASLING, 

Public  Health  Inspector, 


SANITiHY  CQIDITIOIB  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  installations  for  the  supply,  treatment  and  distribution  of  water  rsmain- 
ed  as  in  previous  years,  i,e,,  pumping  from  tv/o  wells  in  the  Avoncliff  area  to  slow 
sand  filters  and  service  reservoirs  in  the  Vdnsley  Road  area.  Chlorination  is  car- 
ried out  bj/  injectors  inst;alled  at  the  pumping  stations.  No  major  alterations  were 
made  to  these  arrangements  during  the  year. 

During  the  year,  in  order  to  improve  pressures  in  the  high  level  areas,  an 
underground  tank  and  pumping  equipment  were  installed  in  the  Bath  Road  area  and 
this  has  materially  improved  the  supply  in  the  high  level  "fringe"  areas. 

Resultant  upon  the  comparitively  low  rainfall,  a falling  in  the  yield  of  the 
wells  was  again  experienced  and  necessitated  restrictions  being  imposed,  A site 
which  had  been  selected  for  trial  boring  in  an  endeavour  to  augment  the  supply  was 
found  to  be  unsuitable  and  investigations  to  find  a further  site  are  being  made. 

No  houses  having  private  supplies  v/ere  connected  to  the  main  during  the  year. 

The  Annual  consumption  of  water  for  the  year  was  82,000,000  gallons, 
EXAi^dlMATION  OP  mTER  SUPPLIES, 
a,  Wells, 

No,  of  samples  toJken  for:- 


(i)  bacteriological  exeaiiination 

(ii)  chemical  analysis  • , 


5 

2 


Bacteriological  exan.u.nation  revealed  that  the  older  of  tlie  two  wells  v/as 
polluted  "both  with  faecal  and  non-fa.ecal  coliform  organisms  which  is  to  he 
anticipated  having  regard  to  the  nature  end  topography  of  the  source.  This 
source  yields  approximately  one  fifth  of  the  annual  consumption. 

The  neviTi^r  of  the  two  welds,  yielding  the  majority  of  the  consumption  was 
sampled  on  two  occasions,  in  both  coses  after  chlorination,  and  the  water  shoW' 
ed  no  evidence  of  B.  Goli  pollution. 

Chemical  Analyses  were  obtained  for 
al  returns  are  repi’oducud  hereunder. 

Free  and  Saline  Ariiraonia 
Albuminoid  Amuionia 
Chlorine  (as  Chloi'ides) 

equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride 
Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours) 

Nitrite 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrate  and  Nitrite  ■ 

Total  oo3.ids 

Loss  on  ignition  ; 

Appearance  on  ignition 
Hardness : Temporary 
Peraanent 
Total 

Load  and  Copper 
Fluorine 

PH. 

These  figures  show  no  significant  changes  on  the  returns  for  samples  sub- 
mitted in  1934  aiid.  1935  although  in  the  case  of  the  Sub  Station  figxires  for 
total  solids  have  increased. 

The  fluorine  content,  determined  only  in  respect  of  water  from  the  Sub 
Station,  is  high  in  con^arison  with  other  waters  from  the  area,  but  this  is  to 
some  extent  to  be  expected  in  view  of  the  very  high  chloride  content, 

b.  Towns  Hains, 

Eleven  saiiiples  taken  from  various  points  on  the  distribution  system  all 
showed  no  evidence  of  pollution.  A free  chlorine  content  of  0,1  parts  per 
million  is  maintained  in  the  water  during  distribution. 

c.  Private  Sources. 

P./o  samples  taken  from  wells  used  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the  district 
showed  no  evidence  of  pollution. 


v/ater  from  both  wells  and  the  analytic - 


In  parts  per  million 


Iviain  Station 
0.01 
0.04 

22.3 

37 

0.32 

Absent 

3.4 

430 

10 

Slight  charring 

224 

299 

Absent 
Not  examined 


Sub  Station 

0.24 

0.024 

142.3 

233 

0.26 

Absent 

1.7 

735 

35 

Darkens  slightly 

273 

_% 

369 

Absent 

0,6 


7.2 


7.2 


K.CTERIOLOGIGi;L  EDu'J'/tllNi^TION  of  SUEPLI 

1956. 


Source  Sampled 

Date 

Probable  nuinber  of  Coliform  j 
bacilli  MacConkey  2 days 
37°G/per  100  ml 

Probable  number  of 
faecal  coli  per 
100  ml. 

Iviains  Supply 

27,1,56 

0.5  - 4 

Nil 

n II 

11,2,56 

Less  than  1 

tl 

It  It 

3.4.56 

It  II  It 

II 

n It 

18,4.56 

II  11  11 

II 

It  It 

8.5.56 

tl  11  11 

II 

U M 

29.5.56 

II  II  II 

II 

ft  It 

260  6. 56 

It  11  II 

11 

II  II 

11.7.56 

IT  II  11 

It 

11  II 

3.9.56 

II  II  II 

II 

II  II 

18.10,56 

II  II  II 

11 

11  It 

18.12.56 

It  II  II 

11 

Well  (Main  Station) 

8.2.56 

92  (27  - 217) 

13  (4  - 31) 

II  IT  II 

29.5.56 

28  (9  - 85) 

Nil 

II  It  II 

18.10.56 

92  (27  - 217) 

13+ 

■Well  (Sub  Station) 

29.5.56 

Less  than  1 

Nil 

11  It  II 

18.10. 56 

It  II  II 

II 

Private  Soui'ces 

Fairfield  Cottage 

11.7.56 

Less  than  1 

Nil 

Nettlecreep  Cottage 

11.7.56 

II  It  II 

II 

Sv/imming  Pool  (U . D , C , ) 

3.4.56 

Less  than  1 

Nil 

II  II 

18,4.56 

II  II  II 

11 

11  It 

3.5.56 

II  II  II 

11 

II  II 

1.6.56 

II  II  II 

II 

It  11 

2.7.56 

II  II  II 

11 

II  II 

6.9.56 

II  11  11 

3 (less  than 

0.5  - 8) 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  ML  DISPOSiJ:.. 

The  weekly  kerbside  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  was  maintained  through- 
out the  year  using  one  11  cubic  yard  side-loading  vehicle  with  a driver  and  2 loaders. 
Additional  assistance  is  provided  for  the  Tory  and  IlLddle  Rank  areas  where,  due  to 
vehicular  inaccessibility,  it  is  necessary  to  bring  the  ref  lose  to  the  roadside  for 
loading. 

Disposal  of  refuse  continued  to  be  on  the  low  lying  land  on  the  south  bank  of 
the  River  nvon  in  the  Avonl'ield  area.  The  depth  of  fill  on  this  sloping  site  varies 
from  Aft  to  12ft  so  that  strict  observance  of  controlled  tipping  conditions  as  to 
depth  cannot  be  maintained.  Despite  this  and  the  inconsistency  of  tine  supply  of 
covering  material,  the  tip  was  kept  in  excellent  condition  by  the  eff'orts  of  the  At- 
tendant, who  did  so  without  the  assistance  of  any  form  of  mechanical  handling  plant. 

The  amount  of  land  ovned  on  the  present  site  can  only  afford  approximately  a 
further  tiiree  to  four  years  tipping,  and  negotiations  are  in  progress  for  the  ac- 
quisition of  further  land. 

It  wan  inevitable,  bearing  in  mind  the  site  of  the  tip  in  relation  to  houses 
in  the  Avonfield  Avenue  area,  that  the  issue  of  flies  emanating  from  the  tip  would 


be  raised.  In  this  connection,  advice  on  the  best  methods  of  control  of  flies 
on  refuse  ti],.s  was  sought  from  the  best  Infestation  Laboratory  of  the  Department 
of  Scientific  & Indust-idid  Hescja'ch  and  a pilvate  firr.i  of  Insecticide  i'lanu- 
facturers.  In  both  cases  the  advice  given  was  adopted.  Day  to  day  routine  treat- 
ments were  given  vdth  the  chloiclnated  hydrocarbon  insecticides,  both  liquid  and 
powdered,  but  such  treatments  were  interspersed  mth  treatments  over  a period  \jsing 
organo-phosphorus  conq)Ounds,  lliis  v/as  in  an  effort  to  break  down  any  strains  of 
fly  with  resistance  to  the  hydrocarbon  insecticides, 

lytons  IcAvt  Iqtr.  baled  v^aste  paper  v/ere  despatched  to  the  Board  11111s 
dinging  the  year.  A further  deterioration  in  conditions  in  the  vVaste  Paper  liarket 
led  to  the  introduction  of  a limitation  schcn'ic  for  deliveries  to  the  Mils  -vdiich 
in  turn  necessitated  changes  in  the  arrangements  for  collection  and  baling  of 
this  salvage.  The  ’.my  in  viaich  local  authorities  have  in  the  post  v/ar  years  had 
to  experience  silteinating  periods  of  "boom"  and  "depressions”  in  waste  paper  can 
only  be  described  as  tragic. 


SK'.AdE  DISP0S;1jo 

There  were  no  major  changes  made  to  the  sev/age  disposal  works  during  the  year , 
Analysis  of  the  effluent  revealed  it  to  be  again  far  below  the  standaixl  set  out 
by  the  Royal  Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal,  in  fact,  the  nature  of  the  effluent 
shows  a continued  deterioration. 

Further  deterioration  will -obviously  be  closely  linked  with  further  develop- 
ment of  the  District  with  a corresponding  increase  in  the  amount  of  inflow  of 
sev/age  to  the  VJorks,  A major  reconstruction  scheme  for  'Lhe  Disposal  has  been 
described  in  a previous  report  as  being  inevitable,  n substantial  increase  in 
development  could  well  make  it  imperative, 

EFFLUENT. 


Sampled  at  Bradford  on  Avon  Sewage  Treatment  Works  at  3.30  p,m.  on 
Wednesday,  28th  DeceiMer  1956>  by  D.  J.  Parker.  Recent  v^eather  - 
occasional  showers. 


Appearance:  light  brovni  turbid  solution  with  large  amount  fine  and 

coarse  material  most  of  which  stays  in  suspension. 


Reaction: 


pH  7.6 


Free-  and  Saline  'Ammonia 
filbuminoid  iirmaonia 
Clrilorine  (as  Chlorides) 

equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride  - 
Oxygen  absorbed  (i  Inrs) 

Nitrite 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrate 


Dissolved  Solids 
Suspended  Solids 


Dissolved  Oxygen  absorbed  after  5 days 


Parts  ner  Mllion 

49 

5 

182 

300 

36 

Very  strong  reaction, 

3.3 

970 

93 

1065 

incubation  (B.O.DO  122 


"Lapurity"  figure  43 

Stability  Test:  Putrid  smell  develops. 


PUBLIC  BATHS, 

The  Public  Baths  incorporate  an  indoor  swiiii.dng  pool  and  5 slipper  baths. 

The  swim.ang  pool  wliich  is  open  from  April  to  September,  is  used  by  some  I6 
schools  from  Bradford  on  Avon  and  the  surrounding  districts. 


Plant  for  treatment  of  the  water  incorporates  a pressure  sand  filter, 
aeration  and  continuo-us  chlorination  apparatus,  A free  chlorine  content  of  he- 
tv/een  0,2  and  0,5  parts  pez-  million  is  maintained  in  the  water. 

Six  samjjles  of  the  water  from  the  sv/imirdng  pool  were  subnitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  Pive  of  these  samples  were  satisfactory.  The  remaining  one 
shov/ed  evidence  of  pollution  \/ith  faecal  and  non-faecal  coliform  organisms. 

This  latter  sample  was  taken  at  a time  when  the  chloiination  apparatus  had  failed 
and  as  a result  the  Baths  were  closed  for  the  season  and  the  chlorination  plant 
returned  to  the  makers  for  overhaul  and  repair, 

HOUSiriO  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  TEAR  1956. 

1,  INSPECTION  OP  DbELKENGHOUSlB  DURING  TEE  YEAR;- 


(1)  a.  Total  number  of  df/ellinghouses  inspected  for  hoiising  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 43 

b.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 57 

(2)  Number  of  dweilinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  healtli  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,.,,,,, 7 

(3)  Number  of  dweilinghouses  (exclusive  of  thoss  ref  erred  to  under 

the  preceding  sub-head)  foiond  not  'to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitat j.on, .,.o,..,,,15 


2.  RElvIEDI  OP  DEITECTS  DURING  THE,  YEAR  V.'ITHOUT  SERVICE  OP  PORI^IAL  NOTICES 

I 

Number  of  dv/ellinghouses  rondered  fit  in  consequence  of  informai  : 

action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers,, 14  • ; 

3.  ACTION  U-NDER  STATUTORY  P0V4RS  DURING  THE  TEiP;-  j 

A,  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  H S'-nd  I6  of  the  Housing  Act  I936:-  ■ i 

(1)  lAmibcr  of  dweilinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  serw-  ! 

ed  requiring  repairs ,,,, ,,,,, ,,,,,  ,Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dweilinghouses  v/hich  were  i-endered  fit  after  service 

of  fozmial  notices;-  i 

a.  By  Owners Nil  j 

b.  By  Local  Authority  in  defaiilt  of  Owners ,,,.N11  ‘ 

B,  Proceedings  \inder  the  Public  Health  Acts;- 

(1)  Number  of  dweilinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  ser-  j 

ved  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 1 ! 

(2)  Number  of'  dv/ellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  ! 

service  of  formal  notices:-  j 

a.  By  Gvvners.,. ,,.l  I 

b.  By  Local  aiuthority  in  default  of  Owners Nil 

C,  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act  1936:- 

(1)  Number  of  dv/ellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

v/ere  made, ••3  ^ 

(2)  Number  of  dweilinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders Nil 

D,  Proceedings  under  Section  10  (l)  of  the  Local  Government  (MLscel-  ^ 

laneous  Provisions)  act  1933 

Closed  as  a result  of  Closing  Orders,,.,,,..,,,,,,,,,....,..,, 4 

4.  STi.TUTORY  NOTICES  (OTHERS) 

P,  Proceedings  under  Section  39  Public  Hi^alth  Act  1936:- 

Notices  served ,,*4 

Proceedings  for  the  enforcement  of  these  notices  were  heard  in  the  local  Magis- 
trates Court  and  the  defendant  in  one  case  was  fined,  the  three  other  cases  being,  j 
adjourned  sine  die.  The  appeal  of  the  defenda.it  to  Quarter  Sessions  v/as  upheld. 


xIOUSING. 


No,  of  new  perraanent  dwcllin^js  erected  by  the  Council  during  195^ Nil 

No,  of  new  permanent  dwellings  erected  by  Private  Enterpidse, I3 

Tlie  toted,  accomiaodation  provided  by  the  Council  since  the  vwir  is  now;- 

Ncw  permanent  dwellings 242 

Prefabricated  houses 30 

Plats 12 


284 


The  eretion  of  a further  19  houses  to  complete  the  Budbury  Tuning  site 
was  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year,  these  houses  being  intended  for  the  re- 
housing of  families  displaced  from  the  Wine  Street  Clearance  Area, 

No,  of  nevv'  permanent  dwellings  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  since  the 

war, ,,,.. 67 

At  the  31st  Deceraber  195^  there  v/ere  some  102  applicants  on  the  Council's 
Hoi;Bing  Waiting  List,  The  majority  of  these  applicants  comprised  families  living 
in  the  older  type  houses  wiiich  lack  the  conveniences  of  moder  post-war  houses, 

During  the  year,  4 applications  for  improvement  grants  xonder  the  Housing 
Act  1949  were  received,  'Pvo  of  these  applications  were  approved  for  grants. 


IvULK  DAPilES  ;iDLlINISTR;.TION, 

Number  of  Kegistered  Dairies ,,,,, ,,, 4 

Nmber  of  licences  issued  authorising  \jse  of  Special  Designations  ;- 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Dealers 3 

Pas teiarised  (Dealers ), 3 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Supplementary) 3 
Pasteurised  (Supplementary) 3 

Nuciber  of  Registered  Distributors 9 

Of  the  above  licencees  only  one  is  concerned  in  the  sale  of  raw  designated 
milk,  the  remainder  retailing  T*T,  (Pasteurised)  or  Pasteurised  Milk, 

Si'iMPLING  OF  MILR 

Fifiy  five  sami^les  of  milk  v/ere  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
at  the  IVIanor  Hospital,  Bath,  Results  were  as  follows 

a.  Statutory  Ex;ai:dnation  of  Designated  M.l'ks, 

No,  of  samples  Conformed  to  Did  not  conform 

standard.  to  standard. 


Tuberculin  Tested  (raw) 

13 

10 

3 

" *'  " (pasteurised) 

11 

11 

Nil 

Pasteurised 

26 

26 

Nil 

Biological  iiixami nation. 

No,  of  samples 

Results, 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Raw) 

5 

3 negative  to 

4 negative  to 
1 POSITIVE  to 

Tuberculosis 

Bmacellosis 

Brucellosis 

In  the  case  of  the  sample  which  was  positive  to  Brucellosis,  the  incidence 
of  the  result  was  reported  to  the  animal.  Health  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Ag- 
riculture, Fisheries  and  Food,  Subsequent  samples  v/ere  negative. 

Die  three  samples  jf  Tuber s-ulin  Tested  (raw)  n?ilk  failing  to  conform  to 
standard  were  all  fran  the  same  source  and  were  reported  for  attention  to  the 
loccil  authority  of  the  area  issuing  the  principal  licence. 


In  connection  not  only  vidth  the  exar.jination  of  irdlk  samples,  but  also  with 
water  and  ice  cream,  the  Council  have  again  been  privileged  to  receive  the  ad- 
vice and  co-operation  of  Dr.  P.  Ivlann  and  his  staff  at  the  Public  Health  Labor- 
atory, Manor  tlospital,  Ba.th, 


ICE  GREtM, 


Number  of  premises  registered  for  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream 17 

Nuiiber  of  visits  to  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the 

Poods  & Drugs  Act  1953»»« .16 


All  premises  are  concerned  in  the  storage  and  seile  of  ice  cream  only, 
there  being  no  ice  cream  luanufactureres  in  the  district, 

29  samples  of  ice  cream  were  subird-tted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
resiiLts  being  as  fcLlows;- 


Provisional  Grade  I ,,,..,16 

II  6 

III  1 

r/... 6 


Of  the  total  saniples  taken,  over  30^o  therefore  fell  into  Grades  III  and  TV, 
These  adverse  saaples  car.ie  solely  from  two  sources  of  maniifacture,  and  represen- 
tations were  made  to  the  Local  Authorities  for  the  area  where  the  premises  were 
situated.  In  the  case  of  one  manufactui'er,  however,  and  in  the  light  of  adverse 
sample  reports  being  received  by  several  adjoining  Local  authorities,  a joint 
meeting  of  Local  Authority  representatives  and  the  Ivlanufacturers ' representatives 
wa.s  held  through  the  good  offices  of  the  Trov/b ridge  Urban  District  Council,  The 
purport  of  the  meeting  was,  to  express  concern  at  these  continual  reports  and  to 
ascertain  v/hat  steps  were  being  taken  to  recitfy  the  situation. 


OTHKi  FOOD. 


Types  of  Pood  Premises: 


General  Grocery 18 

Butchers  3 

Cafes  and  Res taurants 4 

Pislimongers/Fruiterers  4 

Pish  Friers  1 

Bakers/C^nfecti  oners 3 

Sugar  Confectioners  4 

39 

Hotels  and  Inns 1? 


With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations,  a survey  of 
all  food  prcr.iises  was  carried  out.  Each  occupier  of  food  premises  was  provided 
with  a siamiuary  of  the  Regulations  prior  to  the  Survey. 

Apart  fro;;.  the  requirements  relating  to  exhibition  of  notices  regarding 
hand  washing,  the  principal  requirements  arising  from  the  Survey  were  those  re- 
lating to  the  provisions  of  a separate  wash  hand  basin  and  repair  and  renewal 
of  surfaces  likely  to  come  in  contact  with  food.  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report 
compliance  wdth  these  requirements  v/ithout  the  necessity  of  having  to  resort  to 
Court  proceedings. 

The  interpretation  of  the  regulations  relating  to  wash  hand  basins  in  the 
domestic  exam  shop  prtaraises  was  more  difficxolt  but  in  these  circxamstances,  regard 
was  had  to  the  position  of  the  v/ash  basin,  particularly  in  relation  to  the  sanitary 
convenience,  in  detexmining  whether  a further  wash  basin  should  be  provided. 


With  a viev/  to  publicising  "the  efi'ect  of  the  Regulations  and  to  further 
the  carapfdgn  for  clean  food,  the  Council  agreed  to  the  staging  of  a Clean  Pood 
Exhibition,  arrangements  for  v/hich  were  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  vjhich 
took  place  during  Ivlarch  1957. 

No.  of  preiiiises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Pood  & Drugs  Act  1955 


for  preparation  of  sausages  etc, 2 

No.  of  visits  to  such  premises «...  8 


Condemnation  of  Unsound  Pood. 

During  the  year  the  following  foodstuffs  were  examined  and  found  to  be  un- 
fit for  human  consiamption 

19  tins  of  iiiiported  Cooked  Meats 
18  tins  of  Pruit  and  assorted  foods, 

SSr^lbs  of  imported  frozen  liver, 

281bs  lOozs  Beef  (Silvers ide) 

14  stones  of  cured  fish  fillets, 

Vnieie  possible  unsound  food  is  burned  but  where  this  is  not  possible,  dis- 
posal is  by  burial  at  the  Refuse  Tip, 


PRLTOTION  OB  DAI'/jACE  BY  RESTS  ACT  1949. . 

The  table  below  is  an  amended  extract  of  the  return  submitted  to  the  ffinistry 
of  Agriculture,  PLsheries  and  Pood. 


Type  of  Property 

No,  of  Premises 

Inspected 

Treated 

Rats 

jyiice 

Docal  Authority 

12 

4 

1 

levelling  Houses 

225 

55 

16 

Business  Premises 

236 

5 

1 

Agricultural  Premises 

22 

— 

•• 

1/Vith  few  exceptions,  Y/arfarin  was  lased  as  the  main  poison  bait  in  treatment 
work.  Not  only  is  VYarfauin  a very  efficient  poison  but  also  results  in  a saving 
of  time  in  treataent  work. 


ATI^IOSPblERIC  POLLUTION. 

Thjree  smoke  observations  were  undertaken  during  the  year.  There  is  only 
one  induistrial  steam-raising  plant  working  in  the  district.  It  was  again  neces- 
sary to  i.'iake  representations  to  the  ovmers  of  a galvanising  plant  regarding 
emissions  of  ammonium  chloride  f\ames.  The  plant  had  previously  been  the  subject 
of  recommendations  from  the  Alkali  Works  Inspectorate  and  excess  emissions  of 
furaes  can  be  controlled  by  care  and  judicious  handling  of  the  plant  by  its  opera- 
tives . 

In  general,  however,  the  problem  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  Bradford  on 
Avon  may  be  resolved  into  two  main  points  (a)  pollution  from  domestic  soiorces 
and  (b)  pollution  from  industrial  soinrces  at  night.  The  latter  can  only  be  con- 
trolled by  legislation  requiring  installation  of  recording  instruments  in  boiler 
hoiises.  Domestic  sources  of  pollution  will  remain  as  long  as  coal  continues  to 
be  burned  inefficiently  on  open  fires  and  as  long  as  smokeless  fuels  are  in  short 
supply  and  so  expensive. 


PET  ACT.  1950. 

One  licence  to  keep  a pet  shop  v/as  renewed  during  1956,  the  conditions  at- 
taching thereto  “being  the  licensing  conditions  as  recoi'ciended  by  the  P.S.P.C.A. 
and  Association  of  Municipal  Corporations, 


FiiCTQRIES  i'J-D  \j'0I1^SH0PS  , 

1.  IJBPEGTIOl^  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  t o health  (including  inspections 
rnade  by  Po.b'^ic  Health  Inspector) 


____  - 

Ifi/c 

line 

No. 

(2) 

I^nber 

V/o 

Preirises  , 

(1) 

on 

Rep^is  ter 
(3) 

Inspections 

(A) 

vviitten 

notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

line 

No. 

(7) 

i.  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforc- 
ed by  Loced-  Authorities 

1 

3 

5 

- 

- 

1 

ii  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  ¥/hich  Section  7 is  enforc- 
ed by  the  Local  ^luthority 

2 

23 

25 

2 

- 

2 

iji  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-v/orkers  ' premis  es ) 

3 

A 

6 

— 

- 

3 

TOTiiL 

30 

36 

2 

- 

2,  Cases  in  v/hich  DEFECTS  were  found 


IiiT.ibt^r  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Nurober  of 

lii/c 

Referred 

cases  in 

M/c 

No. 

Particulars 

v/hich  pro- 

line 

To  H.M. 

To  H.M. 

secutions 

No. 

Fouird 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

were  insti- 

tuted. 

(8) 

(1)  (2) 

(3) 

(A) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

V/ant  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  A 

- 

- 

- 

- 

A 

C 

Overcrcwding  (S,2)  5 

- 

- 

— 

5 

b^a’oas enable  tempera- 

c 

ture  (S , 3 ) ^ 

- 

- 

— 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.A^  . 7 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

8 

floors  (S.6)  8 

- 

- 

— 

•• 

Sanitary  Conveniences (S7) 
a.  insufficient  9 

- 

- 

- 

9 

10 

b unsuitable,  or.  def eative  1C 

1 

1 

— 

•• 

c,  not  separate  for 
sexes,  1- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

11 

Other  offerees  ^gainst  the 
Act  (not  including  offen- 

ces  relating  to  Outv/ork)  li 

u. 

. TOTAL 

2 

2 

j 

- 

1 

OUK'ORK 


(Sections  110  and  111). 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Wc 

No  of 

No  of 

No.  of 

No  of 

Vc 

Nature 

line 

outworkers 

eases  of 

pros ecu- 

ins  tances 

line 

of 

No. 

in  August 

default 

tions  for 

of  work  in 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

No 

V/ork 

list  requir- 

■in  sending 

failure  to 

unwholesome 

Served 

ed  by  S .-.c, 

lists  to 

supply 

premises 

100(1;,-}, 

the  Coioncil 

lists 

(1) 

(2) 

(1) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

Wearing 

appai'el: 

inking 

etc. 

13 

3 

i 

13 

C.leaning 

and 

v.asliirg 

lif 



- 

- 

- 

- 

14 

AInTALYSIS  of  VISTS  Aim  Il^^PECTIO^S. 


Housing  Acts,  I?.? 6 & 1949 141 

Public  Healtlri  Act,  1936  - NuisanG^-es : 

(a)  Prom.  Housing  Defects 57 

(b)  Prom  Animals 9 

(c)  Prom  Moveable  Dwellings..^, 4 

(d)  Prom  Noxious  Odours 35 

Factories  Act,  1937 36 

Infectious  Diseas es.,., * 2 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 97 

Water  Supply 83 

Sampling  of  Milk,  Water,  Ice  Cream 126 

Food  Premises «...  .101 

Rodent  Contrdl 7^.* 6l 

Drainage 131 

Housing  Applicants - 39 

Council  Hous  es 221 

Piggeries 34 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1931 2 

Miscellaneous  and  Supervisory 211 

Smoke  Abatement 9 
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